Keys of the Kingdom

A.A. is not a plan for recovery that can be finished and done with. It is a
way of life, and the challenge contained in its principles is great enough to
keep any human being striving for as long as he lives. We do not, cannot,
outgrow this plan. As arrested alcoholics, we must have a program for
living that allows for limitless expansion. Keeping one foot in front of the
other is essential for maintaining our arrestment.

A complete change takes place in our approach to life. Where we used to
run from responsibility, we find ourselves accepting it with gratitude that we
can successfully shoulder it. Instead of wanting to escape some perplexing
problem, we experience the thrill of challenge in the opportunity it affords
for another application of A.A. techniques, and we find ourselves tackling it
with surprising vigor.

There is no more aloneness, with that awful ache, so deep in the heart of
every alcoholic that nothing, before, could ever reach it. That ache is gone
and never need return again.

Now there is a sense of belonging, of being wanted and needed and loved.
In return for a bottle and a hangover, we have been given the Keys of the
Kingdom.

After a moment of silence, please join me in the Serenity Prayer



